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September 18, 2015

Re: Town Commission, Town of Barclay
William E. Wallace Complainant

Complainant William E. Wallace alleges that thevioCommission of
the Town of Barclay has violated the Open Meetidgs by holding
undisclosed closed sessions. Complainant statdstlile commissioners
have regularly met in public but then, after adjong that session, have
asked the public to leave, locked the doors, amtirn@ed to discuss public
business. Complainant has since been electedue sarthe Commission.

The Town Attorney responded on the Commissionisalie She states
that she does not regularly attend the Commissiom®@stings but that the
town manager “confirmed that the Commissioners hasser locked the
doors after a meeting and told everyone to leavelewemaining inside to
discuss matters.” The Town Attorney also statesgha has since met with
the commissioners to confirm their understandinthefrequirements of the
Act and of the fact that the presence of any twmmassioners creates a
guorum of this three-member entity. The Commisdias designated a
member and an employee to take training in the @&, they have taken the

open meetings course that is offered at the Madylstunicipal league
conferences.

The submissions yield two different versions ofatvhappened at the
meetings that Complainant attended as a membdregbublic, and we are
unable to choose among them. While we wish that Gloenmission’s
response had provided some information that migRkplagn the
Complainant’s perception that the commissionersevescluding the public
from a meeting, two circumstances make it unnecg$saus to give advice
on the alleged practices: first, Complainant is roeommissioner and thus
in a position to help the Commission meet the Acéquirements, and,

second, the Town Attorney has reviewed those rements with the
commissioners.
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In conclusion, we are unable to resolve the compl#/e commend the
measures that have been taken to ensure complaticthe Act.

Open Meetings Compliance Board

Jonathan A. Hodgson, Esg.
April Ishak, Esqg.



